Regular Agenda Item No. 4D

CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950

AGENDA REPORT I

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: Public Works Director/City Engineer Leiker
MEETING DATE: August 3, 2005

SUBJECT: CONSIDER MANAGEMENT PLAN ALTERNATIVES FOR
' THE MONARCH SANCTUARY

RECOMMENDATION:

Find that pruning and removal of trees in the Monarch Sanctuary is necessary for proper

maintenance of the site or for public health, safety or welfare; and approve a short-term

management plan which includes a limitation on public access to the Sanctuary, removal

of trees posing substantial risk to viewing areas or structures, and securing of limbs that

pose threats to safety; and direct staff to return with alternatives for developing a long-

term management plan.

DISCUSSION:

On July 6, 2005, Council received an update on the issues related to the re-opening of the
Monarch Sanctuary. At that time, City Arborist Joe Bileci reported on his findings that
had been presented to the Beautification and Natural Resources Committee, and
recommended the removal or trimming of several trees (see Exhibit 2). Prior to any
decision to remove or trim trees in the Sanctuary, the City engaged Stuart Weiss and
Vern Yadon to comment on the potential impact of this work on the habitat within the
Sanctuary.

There is general agreement among the experts who have commented on this issue that the
removal and trimming of the dead and dying Monterey Pines and Monterey Cypress will
not have an adverse impact on the Sanctuary habitat. The only question that remains is
how much of the removal and trimming could occur in the next two months and at what
cost. In regard to the Eucalyptus trees, there is concern that the removal of some of the
unsafe branches could have an adverse impact on the habitat, and securing of these
branches is considered a more environmentally sensitive solution.

Based on the comments received, staff has identified several options related to the re-
opening of the Sanctuary. In analyzing the options, staff has considered public safety,
protection of the habitat, and the time and cost required to complete the work. The
options include:

1. Compromise Approach - Limit access to the Sanctuary, and remove, trim or
secure trees that pose a substantial risk to public safety.






