
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: Community Development Director Jon Biggs 

MEETING DATE: February 1, 2006 

SUBJECT: Proposed Ordinances Modifying the Expiration of Discretionary 
Approvals for Projects on the Water Waiting List.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Introduce Ordinance Amending Municipal Code Sections 23.72.140 & 23.73.060 and Authorize Printing 
of Summary.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
In response to concerns raised by a citizen, the City Council formed an Ad Hoc Water Issues Committee 
in October 2004 for the purpose of reviewing the city’s water waiting list procedures. This Ad Hoc 
Committee, which includes two member of the City Council and two members of the Planning 
Commission, recommended changes to the water waiting list process. These changes were reviewed by 
the Planning Commission and recommended to Council.  
 
The first step in changing the water waiting list process was the adoption of an ordinance amending the 
City’s Water Waiting List rules found at Chapter 11.68 of the Municipal Code and policies related to the 
process. Council is now considering an ordinance that amends the expiration of discretionary approvals 
for projects on the water waiting list.  
 
Discretionary approvals for projects expire after the passage of certain time limits specified in the 
Municipal Code. For those projects on the Water Waiting List, there is no opportunity to use or activate 
discretionary approvals unless water is available. For this reason, the Ad Hoc Water Issues Committee 
recommended adding the following language to Title 23, Zoning, as indicated by underlining: 
 

23.72.140 Revocation of permit and variances – Failure to use within one year. 
 

Any zoning permit, use permit or variance granted in accordance with the terms of this 
title shall expire if not used within one year from the date of approval with the exception of 
those projects on the water waiting list. Any zoning permit, use permit, or variance approval for 
a project on the water waiting list shall expire if not used within one year of the date of any 
correspondence notifying the property owner of the availability of water for the project. The 
planning commission is authorized to extend the period for use of a zoning permit, use permit, 
or variance up to two years from the date of approval, as an express provision at the time of 
approval, where it is anticipated that the processing of other governmental approvals related to 
the project will delay start of construction beyond the year. The community development 
director is authorized to renew any zoning permit, use permit, or variance - issued by the 
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