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CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE

300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950

| AGENDA REPORT I

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM: Fire Chief Andrew Miller
MEETING DATE: May 17, 2006

) ADOPT NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION

RECOMMENDATION:

The City Council adopt a resolution adopting the National Incident Management System
(NIMS), as enhanced by the Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS), as the
official regulatory guidance for emergency response, preparedness, mitigation, prevention
and recovery within Pacific Grove.

DISCUSSION:

NIMS, is the result of Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD-5), Management of
Domestic Incidents, which required the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to develop a
system that provides a consistent nationwide template to enable federal, state, and local
governments and private-sector and nongovernmental organizations to work together effectively
and efficiently to prepare for, prevent, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents,
regardless of cause, size, or complexity, including acts of catastrophic terrorism.

Building on the foundation of existing incident management and emergency response systems
such as California’s Incident Command System (ICS), and SIMS, NIMS is intended to integrate
best practices, which have proven effective over the years, into a comprehensive framework for
use by incident management organizations in an all-hazards context. The NIMS represents a core
set of doctrine, concepts, principles, terminology and organizational processes to enable
effective, efficient, and collaborative incident management at all levels.

The NIMS is similar to the SEMS, adopted throughout California in the 1990’s. This similarity is
most evident in the NIMS version of ICS and the adoption of the concept of mutual aid. In many
cases NIMS seeks to achieve nationally what California achieved with SEMS.

HSPD-5 also requires federal departments and agencies to adopt the NIMS by state and local
organizations a condition for federal preparedness assistance beginning in FY 2005. All federal,
state, and local governments are required to fully comply with NIMS requirements by FY 2007.
Full compliance with NIMS will be a prerequisite for federal preparedness assistance.












