
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: City Manager James J. Colangelo 

MEETING DATE: August 2, 2006 

SUBJECT: 

ORDINANCE GOVERNING CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 
AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST WHICH ADDS SECTION 
2.30, ENTITLED “THE CLEAN GOVERNMENT DECISIONS 
ACT,” TO THE PACIFIC GROVE MUNICIPAL CODE 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Introduce Campaign Finance Reform and Conflict of Interest Ordinance, which Adds 
Section 2.30, Entitled “The Clean Government Decisions Act,” to the Pacific Grove 
Municipal Code; and Approve for Publication. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
At your meeting of July 19, 2006, Council directed the City Attorney to review the draft 
Campaign Finance and Conflict of Interest Ordinance as it relates to State law and prepare a 
formal Ordinance and staff report for consideration by the Council.  City Attorney Laredo has 
prepared the attached memo, matrix and Ordinance for your consideration. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
NONE 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Memo 
 Matrix 
 Ordinance 

 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  
 
  
_____________________________  
James J. Colangelo  
CITY MANAGER  
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 De LAY & LAREDO 
 Attorneys at Law 
 606 Forest Avenue 
Paul R. De Lay  Pacific Grove, California 93950  Telephone (831) 646-1502 
David C. Laredo  Facsimile (831) 646-0377 
______________ 
Heidi A. Quinn 
Frances M. Farina, of Counsel 
 
 July 26, 2006 
 

TO:  Mayor, City Council and City Manager  
 
FROM: David C. Laredo, City Attorney 
 
RE:  Proposed Campaign Finance Ordinance 
              
 

This memo reviews the proposed Campaign Finance Ordinance (“CFO”) by the 
Campaign Finance Reform/Conflict of Interest Subcommittee (“Subcommittee”).  The scope of 
review is to compare the CFO to current state regulations, and to discuss the impact of a recent 
United States Supreme Court ruling on contribution limitations. 

 
The Ordinance 
 
 For purposes of clarity, the following changes have been made to the proposed CFO. 
 

The language of the proposed text in new Section 2.30.040(b) has been changed by the 
addition of all text shown in the bold italics text, as follows: 

 
“For the period of the term of office, including the current term, following a 
governmental decision by an official in which an Uncommon Financial Benefit is 
given to a person, the public official shall not receive and the person shall not 
make contributions, which accumulate to $250 or more, to the official’s 
Candidate Committee.” 

  
The addition of the phrase, “including the current term” is to clarify that the prohibition 
applies to the term of office during which a decision is made. 
 

The wording of the proposed text in new Section 2.30.030(b) had been changed by the 
deletion of all text shown in strikeout text and the addition of all text shown in bold italics text, 
as follows: 

 
“Until the name, address, occupation, and employer of the contributor is 
on file in the records of the Candidate Committee and the City’s election 
official, no contribution of $100 or more shall be deposited into a the 
Candidate Committee campaign account shall not deposit a contribution 
of $100 or more into a campaign account.” 
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