
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: City Attorney David C. Laredo 

MEETING DATE: August 16, 2006 

SUBJECT: 

ORDINANCE GOVERNING CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 
AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST WHICH ADDS SECTION 
2.30, ENTITLED “THE CLEAN GOVERNMENT DECISIONS 
ACT,” TO THE PACIFIC GROVE MUNICIPAL CODE 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Introduce Campaign Finance Reform and Conflict of Interest Ordinance, which Adds 
Section 2.30, Entitled “The Clean Government Decisions Act,” to the Pacific Grove 
Municipal Code; and Approve for Publication. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Please refer to the attached memo. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
NONE 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Memo 
 Ordinance 
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 De LAY & LAREDO 
 Attorneys at Law 
 606 Forest Avenue 
Paul R. De Lay  Pacific Grove, California 93950  Telephone (831) 646-1502 
David C. Laredo  Facsimile (831) 646-0377 
______________ 
Heidi A. Quinn 
Frances M. Farina, of Counsel 
 
 August 10, 2006 
 

TO:  Mayor, City Council and City Manager  
 
FROM: David C. Laredo, City Attorney 
 
RE:  Revised Campaign Finance Ordinance 
              
 

At its meeting of July 19, 2006, the City Council formed an ad hoc sub-committee 
(Bennett, Davis and Goldbeck) and provided direction as to areas of the proposed Campaign 
Finance Ordinance (“CFO”) that should be modified.  The sub-committee refined the proposed 
ordinance, as attached, and also presented a series of questions or options as set forth in the draft. 
  

The Committee changed to Title of the proposed ordinance as follows:  “An Ordinance of 
The City Of Pacific Grove Governing Campaign Finance Reform and Conflict of Interest By 
Adding Chapter 2.30, Entitled "Campaign Finance Regulations", to the Pacific Grove Municipal 
Code.” 

 
The Committee inserted a new section to state the purpose of the enactment, as follows:  

“Political Reform Act of 1974 (set forth at Government Code 81000 et seq, as amended), 
establishes the principle that public officials, whether elected or appointed, should perform their 
duties in an impartial manner, free from bias caused by their own financial interests or the 
financial interests of persons who have supported them. By Article 5 of the City Charter, the 
provisions contained in the Political Reform Act of 1974  fully apply to elected officials in the 
City of Pacific Grove. The purpose of this Chapter is to expand some provisions of the Political 
Reform Act of 1974  as they apply to the City of Pacific Grove, as well as add provisions that are 
not presently required. In no case is there any direct or implied intent that the provisions of this 
Chapter do anything to limit the applicability of the provisions of the Political Reform Act of 
1974 .” 

 
The Committee, among other modifications, refined definitions in the draft ordinance, 

including the term “recuse”, inserted provisions to adjust limits for inflation, and added a 
provision to enable private enforcement of the measure. 

 
The committee also posed a series of questions and options to the Council.  These are set 

forth in the draft with bold underscore text, and include the following: 
 

• Should a definition for the term "Non-Individual" be added?  If so, Mayor Cort asks 
consideration of the following:  "Non-Individual" shall mean a non-natural person.  For 
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