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City of Pacific Grove 
Traffic Safety Commission 

Rip Van Winkle Community Park Open Space 
Minutes of March 13, 2009 Meeting 

                                                      
Present: Terry, Akeman, Travaille, March, Flesher & Cowan       
Staff: Cmdr Nyunt, Celia P. Martinez & Malcolm Knisely 

Others: Council Member Garcia & Kay Coakley                    

Absent: Henry Leinen           

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman David Terry at 4:05 pm. 
 
2. Oral Communications: 

None 
 

3. Minutes of meeting held March 6, 2009  
MOTION was made by Thom Akeman and seconded by Lowell Marsh to approve 
the minutes as written.   MOTION passed unanimously 
          

4. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discuss and finalize parking alternatives to the current parking situation at the Rip 

Van Winkle Community Park Open Space. 
David Terry opened the discussion and noted that the Committee had approved 
proposal No. 2 as presented at the May 6, meeting.  With that approval, 
Committee members scheduled a site meeting to be held on Sunday March 8th at 
10:00 am with David Terry, Gretchen Flesher and Mark Travaille attending.  As a 
result of that meeting a drawing was prepared by Gretchen depicting the available 
parking areas with improvements that have been proposed.  The proposals 
provide approximately 18 parking spaces and are more than originally provided. 
 
A discussion followed which included tree removal, parking spaces, defining those 
parking spaces, trails in the area, speed of vehicles on Congress Avenue, and 
using DG to provide better walking and parking surfaces. Celia Martinez noted that 
the current financial conditions of the City will not permit the City to allocate 
enough funding to accomplish everything at this time.  The City can define the 
parking spaces with boulders, rocks and logs, but fencing, refining trails and other 
modifications will come later as funds become available. 
 
In addition the Committee also discussed donations from users to improve the 
facility and using the Forest Groves School’s parking facilities when school is not 
in session.  Malcolm noted that when the plan is agreed upon he wants to update 
all the existing parking zones in this immediate area and will include preparing an 
ordinance to update the City’s Municipal Code and to freshen up all No parking 
signs and post new ones if necessary.  Most of the existing signs are faded. 
 
MOTION was made by Mark Travaille and seconded by Bruce Cowan to 
approve the plan (Plan Diagram) as presented that includes the removal of 2 
small oaks and 1 stump in Zone “B” and the removal of 1 oak tree in Zone D.    
MOTION passed:  AYES: Travaille, March, Flesher & Cowen;  NOES: Terry, 
Akeman.   
                      
 
 



 2

 
The use of DG was discussed in regards to providing trails for pedestrian use and 
the installation of split rail fencing on the entire length of park property fronting 
Congress Avenue which will delineate the park and the parking areas. 
 
MOTION was made be Gretchen Flesher and seconded by Lowell March that 
the long range vision for the open space includes the installation of rail 
fencing to delineate the park and the parking spaces as shown on the plan.  
MOTION passed unanimously 
 
The approval of the plan for improving the parking situation has been completed 
and will be forwarded to the Traffic Safety Commission for its consideration and 
approval for submittal to the City Council.   
 
Chairman David Terry was thanked by the members for leading the Sub 
Committee.  This will be its last meeting 
  

5. Meeting ended at 5:25 pm. 
 

  
 
 
            ________________    ________________    

Malcolm Knisely    John Nyunt   
Staff Person     Commander 
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