
 

 
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 

300 FOREST AVENUE 
PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFORNIA 93950 

                                                               TELEPHONE (831) 648-3100 • FAX (831) 375-9863                                  

NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
        

DATE & TIME: TUESDAY July 14, 2009 – 4:00 P.M. 

LOCATION:  PACIFIC GROVE POLICE CONFERENCE ROOM - 580 PINE AVENUE  
 

MEETING AGENDA 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Oral Communications (Comments from the audience will not receive Traffic Commission action at this 

meeting.  Comments must deal with matters subject to the jurisdiction of the Traffic Commission and will 
be limited to three minutes.  Whenever possible, letters should be submitted to the Commission in 
advance of the meeting.) 

 
3. Approval of Minutes – June 9, 2009 Meeting 

         Recommended Action:      Approve 
 

4. Commission and Staff Announcements 
 
5. Correspondence 
 

REGULAR AGENDA: 
6. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
    A. Sunset Drive & 19th Street Flashing Crosswalk – Update by Staff  
                             Reference: City Staff Update 

Recommended Action: Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
                   

    B. Pedestrian Safety Assessment for the City of Pacific Grove – The Commission will receive periodic 
 Reports as to the progress of making improvements as recommended in the Assessment.    

Reference: City Staff Update 
Recommended Action: Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
 

    C. Jewell Avenue Pedestrian Safety in the Vicinity Sally Griffin Center (Continued from last month)   
Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
Recommended Action: Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
 

           D.    A Request Has Been Received from Dave Osborne, 1272 Stuart Avenue, regarding the speed of vehicles 
                 on Stuart Avenue at Sea View Avenue – Update by Staff                     

Reference: Commissioner Garcia 
Recommended Action: Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 

      



 7.      NEW BUSINESS: 
 
         A.       Request from Commissioner David Terry to consider the installation of red curb on Forest Avenue at 
                    Gibson Avenue. 
                                      Reference:        Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely  

  Recommended Action:             Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
 

         B. A letter was received from PGUSD requesting the installation of a loading zone on Sunset Avenue (Hwy 
68) in front the new football stadium. 

   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
                    Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
                                                  
         C. A letter was received from Karen Sheppard requesting a four way stop be installed at the intersection of 

Gibson Avenue and Fountain Avenue.  
   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
  Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary                            
         
         D. A request was received from local business owners to reconfigure the curbside parking times and uses 
                  on the north side of Lighthouse Avenue between 13tth Street and 12th Street.  
   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
        Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary  
          
         E. A letter was received from concerned residents regarding the parking situation on Locust Street between 

Lighthouse Avenue and Short Street.   
   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
   Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
 
         F. Commissioners requested that concerns regarding School Safety be discussed prior to the opening of 

school in the second week of August. 
   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
   Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary 
 
         G. Request received from Ed Lake to consider the restriping of Forest Avenue in front of PG Middle School 
   Reference: Traffic Engineer Malcolm Knisely 
   Recommended Action:  Discuss and Take Appropriate Action if Necessary  
 
8. Adjournment 
      
 
This meeting is open to the public and all interested persons are welcome to attend.  The City of Pacific Grove does  

not discriminate against individuals with disabilities and meetings are held in accessible facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C:\Commission AgendaJULY09 
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City of Pacific Grove 
Traffic Safety Commission 
Minutes of – June 9, 2009 

                                                             
Present: Shayne, Terry, Leinen, Lewis, Prock, Elstob & Roehl      
Staff: Chief Darius Engles, Celia P. Martinez and Malcolm Knisely.  

Others: Council Member Carmelita Garcia, and Steve Honegger   

Absent: None                             

The Traffic Commission meeting was recorded.  Recordings are kept at the Police Department for 
review.    Recordings are kept for a period of ninety days following the meeting. 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Shayne at 4:00 pm. 
 
2. Oral Communications: 

None 
 

3. Minutes of meeting held May 12, 2009. 
MOTION was made by Henry Leinen and seconded by Tony Prock to approve 
the minutes as written.     MOTION passed unanimously. 
 

4. Commission and Staff Announcements: 
Malcolm told the Commissioners that he was unable to send the meeting packet for 
this meeting to the some of the Commissioners via e-mail.  Some of the recipients e-
mail providers would not receive the attachment. Malcolm suggested that we give it 
one more month to determine if the problem continues to exist.  
 
Malcolm also presented the Commissioners with photos of a Dog Park in Stockton for 
their information. 
 
Commissioner Elstob reported that he observed parents dropping their students off on 
Pine Avenue in front of Robert Down School.  The vehicles were stopped (double 
parked) in the #2 eastbound lane and children exited the vehicles into the #1 
eastbound lane.  Commissioner Elstob also reported that he observed vehicles 
making U turns in the middle of the street.  Chief Engles reported that it is legal for 
vehicles to make U turns at intersections in a residential neighborhood.  He further 
reported that previously he has had several conversations with officials in the School 
District regarding consideration be given to making improvements on school property 
to improve safety conditions for students in regards to pick-up and drop-off conditions.  
 
It was brought to the Commission’s attention that schools will reopen the 2nd week of 
August.  It was requested that the Commission agendize the subject of traffic safety at 
school sites for the July meeting. 
  

5. Correspondence: 
Malcolm presented a letter from local residents thanking the City for painting the 
crosswalks on Central Avenue between 15th Street and 9th Street. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
A.   Sunset Drive & 19th Street Flashing Crosswalk – Update by Staff 
 City staff reported that a turn-on in the second week of August appears realistic.   
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B. Pedestrian Safety Assessment for the City of Pacific Grove – Update by Staff  
Commissioner Roehl has prepared a listing of pedestrian accidents in regards to 
locations and numbers and has acquired a map depicting these sites. The collision 
statistics were from 1996 to August 2008 and indicated 74 collisions involving 
pedestrians with 4 fatalities.  Commissioner Roehl also prepared a listing of major 
pedestrian/traffic studies and indicated the pedestrian sites that were included in 
these studies. 
 
The Commissioners discussed various topics which included projects noted in 
other studies and reports and discussed the formation of a sub committee to 
determine a priority list of projects to improve pedestrian safety.    
 
MOTION was made by Jan Roehl and seconded by Winston Elstob to 
establish a sub committee of this Commission to develop and prioritize a list 
of pedestrian safety improvement projects in the City of Pacific Grove.   
MOTION passed unanimously 
 
The members of the Commission discussed the make up of the sub committee 
and Commissioners Jan Roehl, Tony Prock, Winston Elstob and David Terry 
volunteered to serve on the sub committee. 
 
The Commission was told that these meetings need to be posted 48 hours in 
advance of the meetings. A status report of this Sub Committee will be available to 
the Traffic Commission at its July meeting. 
 

C. Jewell Avenue Pedestrian Safety in the Vicinity of Sally Griffin Center  – Continued 
from last month) 
Malcolm distributed copies of a drawing that indicated the crosswalk, etc.  He 
reported he had made several trips to look at the site in the early morning.  What 
was observed was that no vehicles were parked on the south side of Jewell 
Avenue between 19th Street and Caledonia.  The absence of parked vehicles in 
this area enabled approaching eastbound traffic on Jewell Avenue to have a clear 
unobstructed view of the proposed crosswalk and pedestrians would be visible to 
approaching motorists.  If vehicles were parked in this area a view to pedestrians 
would be obstructed.   
 
Some Commissioners at last months meeting noted that a stop sign for eastbound 
traffic at 19th would be a protection for pedestrians in this crosswalk.  Malcolm also 
noted that there were approximately 120’ feet between the existing stop sign at 
Pacific Street and the discussed new stop sign at 19th Street.  The Commissioners 
agreed that If the curb was painted red as discussed and pedestrian signs were 
posted at the crosswalk that these actions would improve awareness at this 
location.  Rumble strips could also be installed if the need arose. 
 
Malcolm also suggested removing the existing crosswalk across Jewell Avenue at 
Pacific Avenue because the crosswalk leads pedestrians into someone’s front 
yard.  Commissioners in a discussion prefer to let the crosswalk remain. 
 
A summary of recommendations made by staff include: 
1.  Painting a crosswalk across Jewell Avenue at 19th Street and across 19th St 
2. Installing a handicap ramp on the northwest side of Jewell Avenue opposite   
19th Street. 
3. Installing handicap ramps on the south side of Jewell Ave two @ the N\E corner 
with 19th Street and one @ the NW corner with 19th Street. 
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4.  Painting a red curb on the south side of Jewell Avenue between 19th Street and 
Caledonia. 
5.  Installing two (2) pedestrian signs at the crosswalk across Jewell Avenue 
6. Install rumble strips if necessary on Jewell Avenue in the advance of the 
crosswalk.   
7.  Do not remove the crosswalk across Jewell Avenue at Pacific Street and 
refresh it.   
 
MOTION was made by Henry Leinen and seconded by Jan Roehl to accept 
the recommendations by staff as noted above and previously noted in Item 
6-C (last months meeting minutes) and to have this item remain on the 
Traffic Commission agenda.   MOTION PASSED:   AYES: Leinen, Roehl, 
Elstob, Prock, Lewis & Terry    NOES: Shayne 

 
D. A letter has been received from Cy Colburn regarding the operation of four seat 

surreys on City Streets. (Continued from last month) 
Staff checked with the proprietor of the surrey business and we were told that they 
bring the surreys out each morning and go south bound on the east side of the 
road and on the return trip around 5:30 pm they go northbound on the east side of 
the road.  Staff has no problem with this operation.  In regards to surreys leaving 
the trail and riding on City streets it is felt that they belong to an operator in 
Monterey and staff will check with them. 
 
No further action required, this item is being dropped from the agenda. 

 
E. A request has been received from Dave Osborne, 1272 Stuart Avenue, regarding 

the speed of vehicles on Stuart Avenue at Sea View Avenue. (Continued from last 
month). 
The Commission at last month’s meeting discussed several options as to how to 
divert traffic or close Stuart at Forest Avenue (Hwy 68).  The Commissioners were  
requested to take another field observation to determine any thoughts and 
observations that they may have. 
 
Malcolm gave a report on his conversation with CalTrans regarding the possible 
closure of Stuart Avenue at Forest Avenue (Hwy 68).  Malcolm discussed several 
options with CalTrans and they decided that the City should come up with a 
preferred alternative and then contact CalTrans for their thoughts and 
requirements.  It was indicated that the City of Pacific Grove will be responsible for  
all costs of the modification under an encroachment permit. 
.   
Chief Engles informed the Commission that his Officers worked the intersection of 
Stuart Avenue and Seaview Avenue the week of June 1st and that they wrote 
approximately 20 citations, (4 hour period).  The Commissioners were then 
requested to state their thoughts: 
 
Sarah Lewis – in favor of blocking off the Stuart approach from Forest Ave. 
Winston Elstob – agrees with Sarah 
Jan Roehl – eliminate the free right turn from Hwy 68, discuss with neighbors 
David – without physical change problem will not go away 
Henry Leinen – put in barrier and block it off 
Tony Prock – block it off 
George Shayne – Surprised cars go that fast, and recommended that the 
intersection be realigned to go through the island area. 
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A lengthy discussion of the various ideas and alternatives took place and the 
following motion was made: 
  
MOTION made by Tony Prock and seconded by Henry Leinen to close the 
leg of the intersection that allows the free right turn for vehicles onto Stuart 
Avenue from Highway 68 which includes the access for westbound traffic on 
Stuart to enter Hwy 68 (lt turn).  They also moved to allow right turns from 
Stuart Avenue to access northbound Forest Avenue at the connection in 
front of Bechlers and to prohibit all other traffic movements at this location.  
They also moved to refer this action to Public Works and to CalTrans 
 
MOTION passed:  AYES: Shayne, Prock, Lewis, Terry, Roehl and Leinen  
NOES:  Elstob 

 
  7.      NEW BUSINESS 

     None  
 
  8.      ADJOURNMENT 
 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm. 
 
 
 
            ________________    ________________    

Malcolm Knisely    Darius Engles    
Traffic Engineer    Chief of Police 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C:\TCommissionMinutesJUNE09.doc 



    CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
STAFF REPORT 

       
           ITEM 7 – A  
DATE: June 25, 2009   
TO:  Traffic Commission 
FROM: Malcolm Knisely, Traffic Engineer 
SUBJECT: Request to Paint Red Curb on Forest Avenue at Fountain Avenue  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
BACKGROUND 
A request was received from Commissioner David Terry that City staff consider painting the 
curb red at the northeast corner of Forest Avenue and Gibson Avenue 19th Street. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Commissioner Terry has noticed as well as others that vehicles park on the east side of Forest 
Avenue north of Gibson Avenue and these parked vehicles restrict the view of oncoming 
southbound traffic north of Gibson Avenue for westbound traffic on Gibson Avenue just east of 
Forest Avenue.  Their currently is seventeen (17’) feet of existing red curb at this location for an 
existing fire hydrant.  There also are two mailboxes used for pickup on Forest Avenue twenty-
five feet north of Gibson Avenue. The estimated ADT on Forest Avenue at this location is 
approximately 7, 000 vehicles per day.  The 85% speed of vehicles at this location is 29.1 miles 
per hour.  There has been one recorded traffic accident at this location since 2002. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 The conditions as described above are typical for this portion of Forest Avenue.  This particular 
intersection has a lot of traffic coming to and from the Forest Hill Manor complex.  Directly 
across the street from Forest Hill Manor are medical offices. 
 
It is recommended that an additional thirty-three feet of red curb be painted at this location 
which includes the mail boxes and eliminates one 20’ parking space.  An order for the painting 
will be prepared and will include the existing red zone for the fire hydrant.  The total overall 
length will be fifty feet of red curb, 17’ existing and 33’ new. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Traffic & Safety Commission recommend that the City of Pacific 
Grove’s Traffic Engineer consider the installation of an additional thirty-three (33’) feet of red 
curb at the northeast corner of Forest Avenue and Gibson Avenue.   
 
 
 
 
 
C:\StaffRptForest/Gibson redcurb.doc 



 
         ITEM 7 - A 
 

      CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE     
NO PARKING ZONE – FOREST AVENUE 

 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the City of Pacific Grove’s Municipal Code          
Title 16, Chapter 16.40.360 Curb Markings – The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to 
establish by the following coloring and/or wording painted or marked on curbs and bumpers on 
the streets and parking lots of the City, the following parking, stopping and/or loading 
regulations, as he or she shall deem necessary to facilitate the orderly control of traffic: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Traffic Engineer of the City of Pacific Grove has determined that it is 
necessary to prohibit the stopping, standing or parking of vehicles, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Pacific Grove states: 
 

RED [Sub Section (a)] – In any red zone, it is unlawful to stop, stand, or park any 
vehicle at any time, except as permitted by the Vehicle Code, and; 

 
 THEREFORE The City of Pacific Grove Traffic Engineer orders the following curb be 
painted red and a no parking zone be established according to the following description: 
 
 FOREST AVENUE – On the east side of Forest Avenue beginning at the curb return 
immediately north of Gibson Avenue and running northerly for a distance of approximately fifty 
(50’) feet. 
 
      
                                                                                                                                 
           
 
          ______________________                                     
Date:   July 14, 2009                                             Malcolm Knisely 
                                                                                       City of Pacific Grove 

   Traffic Engineer 
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    CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
STAFF REPORT 

       
           ITEM 7 - B  
DATE: June 25, 2009   
TO:  Traffic Commission 
From:  Malcolm Knisely, Traffic Engineer 
Subject: Request to install white curb on Sunset Drive (Hwy 68) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
A letter was received from Mr. Robin Blakley, Assistant Superintendent of the Pacific Grove 
Unified School District requesting a white loading zone be painted on Sunset Drive at the new 
Breaker Stadium.    
 
DISCUSSION 
Because the main entrance to the Breaker Stadium facility is located on Sunset Drive (State Hwy 
Rte 68) it is requested that a white passenger loading zone be painted in front of the stadium 
entrance on the south side of Sunset Drive east of Congress Avenue in order for vehicles to have 
the ability to drop-off and/or pickup their passengers.   
 
The traffic volume on Forest Avenue is 9,000 vehicles per day at this location.  The 85th 
percentile speed is above 30 MPH between Forest Avenue and Congress Avenue.  There have 
been several traffic accidents with one fatality the past five years on this portion of Sunset Drive.  
It is proposed that the loading zone be one hundred and fifty feet in length.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the City of Pacific Grove paint a one hundred and fifty foot (150”) white 
passenger loading zone as requested by the School District. It is also requested that parking T’s 
be painted on the east side of Sunset Drive in order to delineate the parallel spaces. 
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          ITEM 7 - B 

      CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE     
PASSENGER LOADING ZONE – SUNSET AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the City of Pacific Grove’s Municipal Code          
Title 16, Chapter 16.40.360 Curb Markings – The City Traffic Engineer is authorized to 
establish by the following coloring and/or wording painted or marked on curbs and bumpers on 
the streets and parking lots of the City, the following parking, stopping and/or loading 
regulations, as he or she shall deem necessary to facilitate the orderly control of traffic: 
 
 WHEREAS, the Traffic Engineer of the City of Pacific Grove has recommended that a   
3 Minute Passenger Loading Zone be installed, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Code of the City of Pacific Grove states: 
 

WHITE [Sub Section (c)] – In any white zone, it is unlawful to stop, stand, or 
park between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any day other than a Sunday 
or Holiday except as follows: 
 
(i)      Where the traffic engineer has stenciled the words “PASSENGER 
LOADING ONLY” in black letters on the white coloring, passengers may be 
loaded or unloaded from a vehicle during a period which does not exceed three 
minutes; 
 
(ii)            Where the Traffic Engineer has stenciled a time period, or the name of 
a person, the title of an official office, or other indication of restriction on parking 
shall be permitted only for such time period, person, officer or in accordance with 
such restriction, and; 

 
 THEREFORE The City of Pacific Grove Traffic Engineer orders the following curb be 
painted white with the stenciled lettering “3 MIN PASSENGER LOADING ONLY”  and a 
passenger loading zone be established according to the following description: 
 
 SUNSET AVENUE – On the south side of Sunset Avenue beginning at a point that is 
two hundred seventy five feet (275”) east of the curb return on Sunset Avenue at Congress 
Avenue and running easterly along Sunset Avenue for a distance of approximately one hundred 
feet (150’) feet.                                                                                                                               
            

   ______________________                                     
Date:   July 14, 2009        Malcolm Knisely    
                                                                                 City of Pacific Grove 

   Traffic Engineer   
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    CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
STAFF REPORT 

             ITEM 7 - C     
DATE:  July 2, 2009       
TO:  Traffic Commission 
FROM: Malcolm Knisely, Traffic Engineer      
SUBJECT: Gibson Avenue & Fountain Avenue 4 Way Stop Intersection 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
A letter was received from Ms Karen Sheppard, 530 Gibson Avenue, letter attached, regarding the 
placement of stop signs on Gibson Avenue at the intersection with Fountain Avenue creating a four way 
stop intersection.  The letter was received in September of 2008 and at that time the construction of the 
addition at Forest Hill Manor was underway.     It was felt because of the road closures and construction 
that we should wait until its completion before taking any traffic analysis of the intersection.   
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS   
Concerns as noted in the attached letter, involved the close proximity of PG Middle School, and yellow 
crosswalks at this intersection.  Fountain Avenue is a main walking route for many students of PG Middle 
School and also Robert Down Elementary School.  In addition the close proximity of Forest Hill Manor 
and also Canterbury Woods another block or so away contribute many senior citizens who walk in this 
area which includes this intersection every day.  It should be noted that stop signs are already in place on 
Fountain Avenue at Gibson Avenue. 
 
Traffic Counts on this portion of Gibson Avenue and Fountain Avenue were taken the week of May 18th 
2009. The counts indicated that 668 vehicles were using Gibson Avenue west of Fountain Avenue on a 
daily basis and 605 vehicles were using Fountain Avenue west of Gibson Avenue daily.  Both streets are 
two way streets.  The traffic counters also indicated that the 85% speed on Gibson Avenue for W/Bd 
traffic was 29.84 mph and 28.05 for E/Bd traffic.  The 85% speeds on Fountain Avenue for N/Bd traffic 
was 22.72 for and for S/Bd traffic was 24.75.  The percentage of trucks on Fountain Avenue was 2%.  
 
I took a peak hour count at the intersection on Thursday June 4, 2009 from 8:00 am to 9:00 am and 
observed the following:  
50 vehicles N/Bd on Fountain s/o Gibson, 30 vehicles S/Bd on Fountain n/o Gibson 
30 vehicles W/Bd on Gibson e/o Fountain, 34 vehicles E/Bd on Gibson w/o Fountain 
2 bicycles and 31 pedestrians were observed and a majority of the pedestrians were crossing Gibson. 
A majority of the pedestrians were school children although I did not observe the afternoon activity I 
would expect that more school children use this route after school. 
 
There were three (3) reported traffic collisions at the intersection from 07/01/2000 to 06/30/2008 with no 
injuries.   The primary collision factors were auto R/W violations.  Gibson Ave is forty feet (40’) wide 
with parking on both sides and the sight distance is impaired due to parked vehicles on both streets and 
the location of the tennis courts and associated shrubbery at the northeast corner.  The warrants for a 
multi-stop intersection are:  
 
 



1.) 5 or more reported collisions in a 12 month period susceptible to correction by a multi-way stop. 
 There were 3 accidents in 8 years – NOT SATISFIED 
2.) Vehicular volume entering the intersection on the major street approaches 300vehs/an hour for 8 hrs. 
 The average of vehicles entering the intersection was 108 per/hr – NOT SATISFIED   
3.)  Combined volume of vehicles, bicycles & pedestrians averages 200 per hr for the same 8 hrs on the 
minor street approach.  
 Vehicles 108, Pedestrians 13*, & Bicycles 1* 122 (Total volume per/hr) – NOT SATISFIED 
       *estimated 
 
DISCUSSION  
From the above information pertaining to volumes and collisions, it is indicated that the warrants are not 
met in regards to installing a four way stop at the intersection of Gibson Avenue and Fountain Avenue.  
The streets are residential, have a 25mph speed limit and they are local and not classified.  The city can 
use radar for speed enforcement.   
 
The current standards (Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, California Supplement) for the 
installation of stop signs states that “STOP signs should not be installed for speed control.  STOP signs 
should be installed in a manner that minimizes the number of vehicles having to stop. 
 
Field observations at the site indicate that sight distance at the northeast corner of the intersection is 
restricted by the existing tennis courts, trees, landscaping and fencing. Observations have shown that 
many west bound vehicles on Gibson Avenue stop at the intersection with Fountain Avenue although 
they are not required to stop (no stop sign).  I am assuming it is because of sight distance concerns as 
noted.  I have also observed on many occasions that elderly residents of the care facilities use this area in 
their walking routes.  Patrons of the medical offices on the north side of Gibson, park their vehicles on the 
south side and walk across the street to their destination. 
 
RECOMENDATION: 
Because of the proximity of the Care facilities nearby, adjacent medical offices, pedestrians, bicyclists 
and limited sight for approaching vehicles at the intersection it is recommended that this request be 
submitted to the Traffic Safety Commission for its discussion and consideration of the request. 
 
It is recommended that yellow crosswalk be painted on all approaches at this intersection. 
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    CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
STAFF REPORT 

       
           ITEM 7 - D 
DATE: July 2, 2009   
TO:  Traffic Commission 
From:  Malcolm Knisely, Traffic Engineer 
Subject: Request to install 90 Minute Parking zone on Lighthouse Avenue 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
An e-mail was received from the owners of Diamonds & Rust requesting that a ninety (90) 
minute parking zone be established on the north side of Lighthouse Avenue between 12th Street 
and 13th Street.   
 
DISCUSSION 
The curb paintings that were previously approved by the City on the north side of Lighthouse 
Avenue between 12th Street and 13th Street have become faded over the years. It appears that the 
current markings consisted of these designations beginning at 12th Street and proceeding 
westerly that indicate a 15’ foot red curb, a 55’ foot yellow loading zone (3 spaces), a 17’ foot 20 
Min green zone ( 1 space) a 20’ foot 90 minute parking zone (1 space) and a 12” foot red curb.  
 
The owners of Diamonds and Rust and Trellis have requested that the entire be block on the 
north side of Lighthouse Avenue between 12th Street and 13th Street be converted to 90 minute 
parking.  This change will require an Ordinance to amend the City of Pacific Groves Municipal 
Code. Ninety minute parking zones require that an ordinance be established by the City Council. 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended by the Traffic Safety Commission that city staff submit an ordinance to the 
City of Pacific Grove’s City Council for their consideration and approval.  It is also requested 
that parking T’s in front of these businesses be repainted.    
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   ITEM 7-G 
To: Police Chief Engles 

Subject:  Suggestion to reposition the center divider line in front of the Middle School on 
Forest Ave. 

I would like to propose to the Traffic Safety Commission they evaluate moving the center 
divider line on Forest Ave between Sinex to Spazier.  Forest Ave has a North and South 
bound lane for driving and parking on both sides.  However just in front of the Middle 
school, there is no parking/stopping allowed in the South bound direction.  I assume that 
lane for parking was removed for safety reasons so children would not be tempted to 
illegally jay walk between stopped cars to across Forest.  I think that is a very wise 
decision.   

However the road is still divided for 2 parking and 2 driving lanes.  When a North bound 
driver pulls over to drop off a child, there is not enough space to open their door at the 
same time North bound traffic is flowing.  Today, North bound traffic as to almost cross 
over the center divider to safely pass. 

I would like to propose having the road striped for 1 South bound lane and 2 North bound 
lanes; one for drop-off, and one for driving.  That would provide extra space for a driver 
to open their door and the North bound traffic to pass with an extra margin of safety. 

I did not find an email address for the chair of this commission.  Would someone forward 
this proposal to George Shayne. 

Thank You, 

Ed Lake 

Traffic Safety Commission 

Meetings Occur: 2nd Tue. of Each Month, 4:00pm   Location: Police Dept.  

Members (Term Ends) 
Sarah Lewis (2/10)  
Tony Prock (2/10) 
Winston Elstob (2/10)  
Jan Roehl (2/11) 
George Shayne* (2/11)  
Henry Leinen (2/10) 
David Terry (2/11)  
*Chair  

  



    CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
STAFF REPORT 

                    ITEM 7 - G 
DATE: June 25, 2009   
TO:  Traffic Commission 
From:  Malcolm Knisely, Traffic Engineer 
Subject: Request for Restriping Forest Avenue    
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
A Request has been received from Mr. Ed Lake to reposition and restripe the centerline on Forest Avenue from 
Spazier Avenue to Sinex Avenue to improve pedestrian safety in front of the Pacific Grove Middle School.   
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Forest Avenue at this location is a residential street, thirty eight feet (38’) wide with parking on the east side of the 
street (school side).  The west side of Forest Avenue is posted with no parking, stopping, standing signs. There are 
two lanes of traffic (one lane of traffic each direction).  The average daily traffic at this location is approximately 
8,100 vehicles per day.  There were ten (10) reported accidents from Sinex Avenue southerly to Hillcrest Avenue 
from January 1, 2003 to September 2, 2008.  The accidents included one fatality, a pedestrian and three injuries, 
one of which was a pedestrian.  The posted speed limit on Forest Avenue at this location is 25 MPH.  The 85th 
percentile speed is 29.1 mph. One of those accidents involved a pedestrian. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The City of Pacific Grove in September 2008 requested that the Institute of Transportation Studies, in Berkeley 
California, conduct a Pedestrian Safety Assessment on various streets in our City.  One of the sites included this 
portion of Forest Avenue.  The Assessment Report recommended that all parking and stopping on Forest Avenue 
between Spazier Avenue and Sinex Avenue be prohibited because Forest Avenue is too narrow for safe access to 
the driver’s side door of parked cars.  It was recommended that bicycle lanes be striped on both sides of Forest at 
this location and that the majority of the pedestrian drop-off and pick-up be transferred to Fountain Avenue.  
 
Recently vehicles were observed parking on the west side of the street dropping off their children and some of those 
the children were running across the middle of Forest Avenue to the school.  The City of Pacific Grove in 
November of 2008 authorized the revision of the existing no parking zone on the west side of Forest Avenue to 
include the prohibition of parking, standing or stopping of all vehicles in this area. The City also installed a white 
loading zone on the south side of Sinex Avenue east of Forest Avenue in April 2009 as a drop-off and pick-up point 
for students at the school. 
 
In regards to the request to restripe Forest Avenue to provide 2 north/bd lanes and 1 south/bd lane the centerline 
would have to be shifted by 4.4’+/- westerly to provide equal lanes of something less than thirteen (13’) feet each. 
Normally without parking lanes the outside lanes would be twelve (12’) each with four (4‘) foot shoulders on each 
side. As a minimum it is desirable to have two 16 foot lanes and one twelve foot lane for a total of forty four (44’) 
feet and Forest Avenue is currently thirty eight (38’) feet wide.  Forest Avenue needs another six (6’) feet to even 
begin considering the conversion to three lanes.   
 
In addition, when you shift the centerline by better than four feet, you need transitions on each end of probably 200’ 
feet to shift the traffic in or out.  This would be accomplished by shifting southbound traffic north of Sinex Avenue 



and northbound traffic south of Hillcrest.  No parking zones would have to be established for these transistions 
where none currently exist. 
 
As stated above the current average daily traffic on Forest Avenue at this location exceeds 8,900 vehicles per day 
and the 85th percentile speed of 31 mph for northbound traffic on Forest Avenue as they enter the School area.  
Ususally when ADT’s are 5,000 vehicles per day or higher, designers start considering four lane facilities not two 
lanes as currently exists.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the transition of two lanes to three lanes on Forest Avenue not be recommended because of 
the lack of required existing right of way.  Also taken into consideration was the volume of traffic and its speed in 
this area. 
 
As recommended by the consultants consideration should be given now or in the future to eventually remove all 
drop-off and pick-up of students from Forest Avenue in the vicinity of Pacific Grove Middle school. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C:\StaffRptForestcenterline.doc 
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